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The University of Washington School of Art + Art History + Design  
Appoints Scott Lawrimore as Director of the Jacob Lawrence Gallery 

 

May 14, 2014 Seattle — Incoming Director Jamie Walker is pleased to announce that the 
University of Washington School of Art + Art History + Design has named Scott Lawrimore as 
the first Director of the Jacob Lawrence Gallery, effective 01 July 2014. 

Lawrimore comes to the Jacob Lawrence Gallery from the Frye Art Museum, where he was 
Deputy Director of Collections and Exhibitions. In his new position, he will be responsible for 
the development and presentation of exhibitions and programs at the Jacob Lawrence Gallery, 
stewarding the School’s art collection, and will also be a part-time lecturer.  

“Adding Scott to the staff of the School of Art + Art History + Design is a coup,” said Walker. 
“This new position marks a turning point in the history of the Jacob Lawrence Gallery. Scott has 
a record of shifting paradigms, so as the School begins to reimagine how the Gallery can 
contribute to the intellectual life on campus, and achieve greater local, national and 
international relevance, his vision, leadership, and collaborative spirit will be key moving 
forward.” 

Chair of the search committee, Professor Ellen Garvens, commented: “We wanted someone who 
could broaden the audience for The Jake, re-brand it as a vital space with increased programing, 
activities and events, while magnifying its main objective as an active site for student learning. 
We were very excited with Scott's candidacy as a respected contributor to our arts community 
and a demonstrated ability to make things happen on all of these fronts -- who clearly sees the 
potential of the Gallery and is passionate about the possibilities for the future.” 

Lawrimore has dedicated his career to championing Seattle artists and institutions as a curator, 
writer, art historian, and gallerist, and he looks forward to reinventing the Jacob Lawrence 
Gallery as its director. “We’re going to blow the roof off this place,” said Lawrimore of his new 
role. “Conceptual permits are pending, but my curatorial and intellectual heroes’ blueprints for 
affecting radical change and making significant contributions were all drawn up in university 
contexts. As the leading site of experimentation and knowledge production in the region, I’m 
privileged to be working with the students, faculty and staff of the University of Washington. It 
will be an honor to lead a gallery with such a distinguished namesake, and I hope to extend 
Lawrence’s legacy of testing art’s capacity to teach and engage the community.”    
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Lawrimore holds a Bachelor of Art Degree in art history from the University of California, 
Davis, and a Master of Art Degree in art history from Sacramento State University. In Seattle, he 
held positions with Art Access Magazine, Foster/White Gallery, Davidson Galleries, and Greg 
Kucera Gallery before opening his own space, Lawrimore Project, in 2006. He has also taught 
professional practicum classes for graduate and undergraduate students at the University of 
Washington, Cornish College for the Arts, and Seattle University.    

In 2012, he was appointed Deputy Director of Collections and Exhibitions at the Frye Art 
Museum where he curated historical exhibitions drawn from their collection, Helmi Juvonen: 
Dispatches to You (R.S.V.P.);     horizon    (featuring a video by Paul Pfeiffer); The Hudson Flows 
West; and 36 Chambers (co-curated with the thirty six members of the museum staff); and 
contemporary exhibitions including, Chamber Music; Jason Hirata: Optium LH-3m; Aaron Flint 
Jamison: Veneer 10 of 18; and the forty-year retrospective, Buster Simpson // Surveyor.  

 

About the Jacob Lawrence Gallery 
The Jacob Lawrence Gallery, also known as The Jake, is an exhibition space and laboratory for 
learning that seeks to deepen the educational experience of students of the University of 
Washington School of Art + Art History + Design. In respect to its illustrious history, the Jacob 
Lawrence Gallery additionally seeks to showcase the work and talent that has made and 
continues to make the School of Art one of the top programs in the nation. 

For more information about the University of Washington School of Art + Art History + Design, 
please visit art.washington.edu or call (206) 543-0970. 

 

-###- 


